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SOUTHGATE MALL HOSTS WEEKEND OF HISTORY 
MISSOULA -
People will have a chance to explore our area’s rich heritage and learn how they can 
support the preservation of that history this coming weekend, March 4-5, during “Missoula 
History Days” at Southgate Mall.
A variety of free displays will be available to the public both days from noon to 4 p.m. 
The event is sponsored by Southgate Mall as part of its “Hallways to History -  A Photographic 
Walk Through Missoula’s Past” exhibit. Tours of the exhibit will be offered Saturday and 
Sunday at noon and 2 p.m., departing from the mail’s Clock Court.
Missoula History Days will bring together several agencies involved in preserving and 
promoting Missoula’s past, including The University of Montana’s Maureen and Mike 
Mansfield Library, the Friends of the Mansfield Library, the Missoula Public Library, the 
Historical Museum at Fort Missoula, Yes to Museums!, and the Western Montana 
Genealogical Society.
The Mansfield Library archives and preservation departments will offer a variety of 
exhibits. “Preserving Family Memories” will feature materials and techniques for preserving 
family photographs, documents and artifacts, with preservation staff on hand to offer 
individual advice. “Shadows to Pixels: A History of Photographic Formats” will display 
examples of photo formats from UM’s K. Ross Toole Archives -  from daguerreotypes to
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modern color images. “In the Archives are the Memories of Montana” will exhibit the many 
materials available at the Toole Archives for researchers delving into the state’s history.
Members of the Friends of the Library Photo Committee will be available to identify 
historical photographs that individuals may wish to bring to the exhibit. The committee also 
will accept any donations of historical images showing Missoula and western Montana. The 
UM group also will promote membership in Friends of the Library and sell items to support its 
activities.
The Historical Museum at Fort Missoula will have a display about the museum and 
interesting aspects of Missoula history. In addition, the Friends of the Historical Museum at 
Fort Missoula, a support group helping preserve Missoula’s historical artifacts, will have 
membership brochures available.
The Missoula Public Library will offer an exhibit on its history and a bibliography of 
publications about Missoula’s past.
Western Montana Genealogical Society members will be on hand to discuss 
genealogical research, display items relevant to research on Missoulians and promote research 
classes to be offered at the Missoula Public Library next fall. The exhibit will include 
techniques for making tombstone rubbings.
Finally, the Yes to Museums! group will promote passage of a county wide mill levy 
this spring to support Missoula’s Art Museum and the Fort Missoula museum. A recent survey 
from Travel Montana suggests that visitors to the state are most interested in exploring the 
region’s history through museums and other historical agencies.
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